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Our Mission Statement – To respect and enable learners to grow intellectually, emotionally and socially by
providing a safe, nurturing environment that encourages risk taking.

Principal's Message
Christmas break is around the corner, a mere three weeks
away. As we approach the end of 2021, it is with pride
that we look back at what our students and staff have
accomplished in the past 3 months. Student Learning
continues to take center stage at Savona Elementary.
Thank you to everyone for supporting our children.
November 26 was the last day for Mrs. Graffunder, who
taught our Gr. 2-4 class. We are so thankful for her work
with our students and with our community. And with that,
we welcome Mrs. Walker back from her maternity leave.
It is great to have you back at Savona Elementary.
Finally, on a personal note, I would like to wish our
students, parents, staff, and the community of Savona a
happy and well-deserved holiday. 2021 has been a
challenging year, and the weather continues to challenge
us (who knew what an atmospheric river was?), but we
have persevered through all these challenges. I hope the
Christmas break affords all of us an opportunity to spend
valuable time with family and friends and gives us all a
chance to recharge and continue to face our future
challenges head on. Happy Holidays Everyone!
Welcome Back Mrs. Walker!
We are so happy to welcome back
Mrs. Kerry Walker who has been
away on maternity leave since last
December. She will resume
teaching her Grade 2/3/4 class.
Please feel free to reach out to her at kwalker@sd73.bc.ca
if you have any questions or concerns about your child.
Upcoming School Spirit Days
We have already had 2 school spirit days, Hat Day and
Jersey Day and we have 2 more planned this month.
Thursday, December 2nd will be
Mismatch Day. Wear the most
imaginative mismatched outfit you can
think of on this day. Some ideas
include wild colors, mismatched shoes,
and different colored socks. On our
last day before break, Friday, December 17 th, we will
have Pajama Day. Please have your child wear their
favorite pair of warm pajamas to school.

Virtual Christmas Concert
This year, our students will be performing “Is Santa
Smarter?” Unfortunately, we are still unable to have a
live concert due to the number
of people we can have in the
gym. Instead, we will be
recording the concert and it will
be shared with parents through
email the same way the
Remembrance Day assembly
was shared. Teachers will reach
out soon with more information
on any costumes or items
students may need for their
performances.
Scholastic Book Fair
We would like to say a huge Thankyou to all of the parents and
community members who made
purchases at our book fair and through
the virtual book fair link. We met our
$1500 goal and were able to earn over $450 in resources
for our school!
Food & Toonie Drive
Starting next Tuesday, December 7th, we
will be collecting non-perishable food
items and money in support of evacuees
from Merritt. We will be collecting items
up until December 17th. If you can spare
a toonie or an item to add to our food donation box, we
would greatly appreciate it. Thank-you for your support!

NON-INSTRUCTIONAL DAY
MONDAY, DECEMBER 6th
Our third non-instructional day for this year will be held
on Monday, December 6th. All schools in the district
will be closed on December 6th.

Boys Club Network
We have started a chapter of the Boys Club Network here
at Savona Elementary. This is a network that is built on
HOPE (Hope, Opportunity, Positive Mentorship, and
Education). As a group, we discuss what it means to be a
respectful young man, how to be respectful to young
women, and generally how to be a good person. We
always have pizza for the boys, provided by a grant from
the School District, but the phrase used often in Boys
Club is the boys come for the pizza but stay for the
conversation. In our first meeting, we brainstormed who
the boys would like to have as guest speakers, so I will
work on organizing some positive mentors to come and
speak about their life and career journeys in the New
Year. Hopefully, we will be able to organize some field
trips to some businesses, so the boys can see firsthand
what some individuals do at work and what it takes to be
successful.
Cookie Decorating
Students will be decorating either
gingerbread men or gingerbread houses
during the last week of school before
winter break. We would like to thank our
PAC in advance for providing the cookies, candy and
icing.
Virtual CP Holiday Train

SATURDAY

DEC. 18

Join CP online to celebrate the
holidays by listening to great
music and donating to help food
banks in Canada and the U.S.
@Canadian.Pacific
@CanadianPacific

6

P.M.
MT

STREAM THE
CONCERT ON
FACEBOOK,
YOUTUBE
AND cpr.ca

MUSICAL GUESTS:
The Strumbellas
Steven Page
Keb Mo
The Trews

Tanika Charles
Sierra Noble
Aysanabee
Odds

@CanadianPacificTV

cpr.ca/holidaytrain

Water Bottles & Inside Shoes
We are seeing a lot of students coming to
school without a water bottle or pair of
clean inside shoes. Students are welcome to
bring a water bottle back and forth each day,
or they may bring one in to leave at their
desk on Monday that will be sent home to wash on
Friday. We also ask you to have your child leave a pair
of inside shoes at school that they can change into. This
will ensure our classrooms and hallways remain clean
and dry, preventing any accidents due to wet slippery
floors.

Upcoming Events
December 2
Mismatch Day
December 2
After School Soccer
December 3
Poinsettia order pick up
December 6
Pro-D – No School
December 7–17 Food & Toonie Drive
December 9
Grade 6/7 Immunizations
December 14
Christmas Concert Rehearsal
December 15
Christmas Concert
December 17
Spirit Day – Pajama Day
December 17
Last Day of Classes
Dec 20 - Jan 3 Winter Break
January 4
First Day Back

